
greater or less extent depends. It is a well-known fact
that many of the crude drugs that form the basis of the
pharmacopeial preparations are far from being as reliable
as their proper medical usage demands. When such
physiologically powerful drugs, for example, as colchi-
cum, conium, hydrastis, hyoscyamus and others may
vary in their content of active principle 200 to 300 per
cent. in different samples, as has been amply demon-
strated by competent authorities, it would seem that
something ought to be done to eliminate these fluctua-
tions of the crude drug from the official preparations.
If the latter are not uniform in medical potency, what
confidence can be placed in them or in the pharmacopeia,
which certainly ought to be a reliable guide for accurate
dosage and medication?
It is true, the last edition of the pharmacopeia did

provide standards for cinchona, opium and nux vomica
and the recently published "British Pharmacopeia" goes
a step further and "standardizes" ipecac and belladonna,
but the principle has not yet been made to cover calabar,
coca, colchicum, conium, gelsemium, hydrastis, podo-
pbvillini, stramonium or veratrum, to say nothing of
important drugs such as aconite, cannabis indica, digi¬
talis, ergot and strophanthus, which defy any and every
chemical test thus far elaborated, and which, to be as¬

sayed at all, must be tested pharmacologically on the
living animal.
It is, perhaps, demanding too much to ask the revisers

of the Pharmacopeia who are soon to enter on their
decennial task, to provide standards for all powerful
drugs, but it seems to be well within the bounds of the
reasonable and moderate to urge the expediency of ex¬

tending the principle of chemical standardization to all"
drugs susceptible of accurate chemical assay and also
of adjustment, by chemical means, to uniform standards
based on a fixed percentage of active principle or princi¬
ples in the finished preparation. Surely, the physician
has enough to perplex and baffle him in the idiosyncra-¿
síes of individual patients, and in the irremediable diffi¬
culties of diagnosis—may he not justly demand protec¬
tion from the disaster which follows in the train of a

weak, inert, unreliable drug product, or of a prepara¬
tion possessing an unusual and dangerous potency? The
golden mean between the worthless and the toxic ought
to characterize every fluid extract, solid extract or tinc¬
ture administered in the treatment of disease.
The very general use of diphtheria antitoxin and the

growing employment of an antitetanie serum for pro¬
phylactic purposes have acquainted the profession with
the fact that the curative serums can be tested and
standardized only by the physiologic method—by observ¬
ing how much of the serum will preserve from sickness
a test-animal into which is injected simultaneously ten
times the fatal dose of the respective toxin. This is in¬
deed a tedious, laborious, expensive and not absolutely
uniform means of pronouncing on the exact strength of
a given serum, but it is the only means available; there
is no other, as no chemist pretends that he can test a

parcel of antitoxin with his reagents. Every word of
this applies with almost equal force to the testing of a

limited number of powerful and important drugs like
ergot, digitalis, squill, convallaria majalis, cannabis ind¬
ica and strophanthus. The chemical test for these
drugs and their pharmaceutic preparations is very unre¬

liable, and unless they are tested by the pharmacologist,
on the living animal, their administration is a lottery
affording no guarantee of prompt reaction or final cure.
This fact is notoriously the cause of that unfortunate
desuetude into which ergot and cannabis indica have
largely fallen. Lacking uniformity of action and fail¬
ing often to yield the expected results, the pharmaceutic
preparations of the markets are discarded wholly by the
disappointed practitioner. Professor Hare, in his "The¬
rapeutics," ascribes the frequent failure of cannabis
indica to the inferiority of the preparations encountered,
and the worthlessness of much of the ergot on the mar¬

ket is beyond dispute. Witness also the report of
Houghton1, who pharmacologically tested six sam¬

ples "supposed to h» pure strophanthin :" one sample
was ninety times as strong as another, and the remain¬
ing four varied between these limits of one and ninety.
If drug preparations can be made uniform in strength

by the comparatively simple and inexpensive means of
chemical assay, well and good, otherwise the physician
has a right to ask the wealthy and prosperous manufac¬
turer to apply the physiologic test to preparations whose
activity can be gauged in no other manner.

HARMONY.
If there was one characteristic of the recent meeting

of the American Medical Association more promi-
nent than another, it was that of harmony and good feel-
ing. As a consequence this occasion was one of profit
to those present as well as to those absent. In this there

was shown the great value of organization. All of the
parts representing a great, living, active, working body
were there engaged in the legitimate functions of the
work to which each was individually assigned. Friction
and discord were not only not observable, but were not

present. All this shows that the physicians are getting
together, and in doing so, constitute not only a grand,
but a great army.

Scientific demonstrations either prove or disapprove
theories, and are fatal to dogmas; and as dogmas melt
and pass into mist, there comes a harmonious adjustment
of forces. The unification and unanimous expression of
a great body of scientific men has an educational as well
as a psychic influence on the people, which in turn is
reflected in its power on the national or state goverment.
A few physicians of Philadelphia got together and for¬

mulated a series of suggestions looking to improvement
in the medical service of the army. Alone, they were a
feeble force, but with a unanimous endorsement of their
plans by the American Medical Association, they be

1 Journal, Oct. 22, 1898.
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came great and potent and their suggestions will re¬

ceive consideration.
The hypercritical members of the profession who have

held aloof from the organization, ominously uttering
doubts as to the highly scientific character of the work
done by it, are gradually coming into the Association.
There are still many who do not feel like associating
themselves with the national body, but their reasons
for this become less defined each year, and ere long, it is
to be hoped by all, they will forget the antagonisms of
years gone by. Every one has a profound respect for certain
societies which have refrained from sending delegates
to the Association. Those organizations, segregated as

they are, exert a limited influence, but if they should be¬
come a component part of the great national organiza¬
tion, their influence would at once become more powerful
and far-reaching.

The harmony of the Columbus meeting with its well-
organized scientific demonstrations and discussions will
have an influence in drawing together the factors which
have so long been separated from the organization with
which they have a natural identification. In the har¬
mony of the late meeting will be found the magnet that
will, it is hoped, draw together and unify the entire pro¬
fession. Such a unification means a wonderful power
for good; a power that will present to Congress and to
the President suggestions which will not go unheeded;
a power that will be recognized when it goes to the state
legislatures in the interests of state medicine, and pro¬
tection from mountebanks and charlatans. Harmony
and united action are unseen but powerful agents for
good and should be cultivated so that greater benefits
may yet flow to the profession as well as to the people.

DEGENERATION.
We are afraid that the British Medical Journal is al-

lowing "commercialism" to get the better of its profes-
sional rectitude. It does not seem to be satisfied with
the income resulting from having two advertising pages
to one reading page\p=m-\68reading to 128 advertising\p=m-\but
it has now begun to place advertising inserts among its
reading matter. These are filled with advertisements
of water as well as whisky, surgical instruments and
proprietary medicines. We feel shocked at the evident
decadence of the ethical and professional morals of our
quondam dignified and correct contemporary. The staid
organ of the British Medical Association sacrificing its
dignity thus, just for a few "bob" is certainly a state
of affairs not pleasant to contemplate. When this great
weekly, which is supposed to represent, and be the quint-
essence of, journalistic purity, sets such an example,
what may be expected from others?

A MATTER OF PRIORITY.
In the Neurologische Centralblatt of June 1, Profes-

sor Mingazzini of Rome makes a claim for a compatriot
of his, the late Dr. Galassi, of the original discovery of
the pulmonary phenomena described by Dr. Gifford in
1895 and rediscovered by Westphal this year. It appears

Dr. Galassi's observations were verbally reported to the
Lancisi Society in Rome in 1887, and mentioned in its
"Bulletin" in 1887 and 1888. It would seem from this
that the "question of priority" editorially noticed in our
issue of April 15, should, as far as the clinical observa-
tions and medical publication of the fact in society pro-
ceedings go, be settled in favor of the Italian observer.
It happens, however, that the actual originality of the
observation does not even rest here, for very soon after
the appearance of Westphal's article Piltz1 called atten-
tion to the fact that it had been noted by Wundt in his
"Grundzuge der Physiologische Psychologie," publishedin 1880. Verily, as the wisest of men says, "there is noth¬
ing new under the sun."

THE TUBERCULOUS OSCULATION.

By following the rule of going away from home to
get the news, we learn from one of our English contem-
poraries that "it has been found necessary in some parts
of the United States to direct the attention of the legis-
latures to the desirability of prohibiting indiscriminate
kissing, not, it would appear, in the interests of public
morality or in deference to the susceptibility of the
American Mrs. Grundy, but with a view of checking the
spread of tuberculosis." The journal goes on to say that
either the tubercle bacillus must possess unaccustomed
virulence in the Western hemisphere or else kissing mustbe unduly and indeed unnecessarily prolonged. We
have read somewhere a saying, apparently English in
origin, that a thorough and complete kiss must last seven
minutes by Shrewsbury clock, but have not heard of
this being put in practice in this country. It is certain,
however, as our English contemporary remarks, it will
be one thing to prohihit indiscriminate kissing and an-
other to enforce the veto, and we certainly agree with
it that it is a lack of good taste to couple kissing and
spitting together as nuisances, as it credits the American
tuberculophobists with doing. It is to be feared, how¬
ever, that it has been imposed on in this instance. If
kissing has to be sacrificed for the sake of getting rid of
tuberculosis, we opine that the latter will stay.

FOOD VALUE OF ALCOHOL.
The recent statements of the public press concerningthe findings of Professor Atwater, the Government food

expert, regarding the nutritive value of alcohol, are

worthy of a passing notice. While some authorities have
disputed it, the consensus of scientific opinion has always
been that a certain amount of alcohol could be con-
sumed in the body. Professor Atwater's findings are
different from those of others only in that he finds a lit-
tle larger quantity can be disposed of than some other
hygienic authorities. He does not say that it is a
healthful food or that it can be safely taken in a quan-tity sufficient to have any large effect in keeping the
vital mechanism going. While it may be to some extent
a producer of energy, its action even in small quantities,
on special portions of the organism, may be deleterious.
The experiments of Aschaffenburg in Kr\l=ae\pelin'sclinic
are in point as to this effect. He found that even a verymoderate dose of alcohol—20 to 30 grams—had a dis¬
tinctly bad effect on skilled workmen, type-setters, im-

1 Neurologische Cbl., No. 6, March 15.
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